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HARRY REWRITES HISTORY 


Two days before Christmas, 
former President Harry Jruman 
tried to rewrite some history. 
Whatever his object may have 
been,it seemed to have little 
to do with setting the record 
straight. Let us see if we 
can get at the truth of the 
matter before the new year 
gets any older, particularly 
as it has a bearing on all 
the troubles we now face in 
Asia and the Far East. 

The episode involved a set- 
to between Mr. Truman and 
General Douglas MacArthur. 
Occurring only a few days he- 


fore Christmas, many people 
missed the detailed news sto- 
ries. 9 the other hand, many 
college students vacationing 
from their studies, read the 
accounts and were puzzled 
ahout the background of the 
dispute - which is a sad com- 
mentary on how modern history 
is taught in the schools. 

Mr. Truman made some wild 
charges about General Mac- 
Arthur wanting to use the 
atomic bomb against the Ked 
Chinese during theKorean War. 
We will deal with those in a 
moment. But Mr. Truman also 











saw fit to raise, once again, 
the issue of his firing of 
General MacArthur as Supreme 
Commander in the far East — a 
famous episode which occurred 
just ten years ago this year. 

At the time, all sorts of 
conflicting reasons were given 
for Mr. Truman’s unprecedent- 
ed action in removing a gen- 
eral whose great crime evi- 
dently consisted in driving 
toward victory. Pro-lied in- 
fluences in the United Nations 
and the American State Le- 
partment certainly had some- 
thing to do with preventing 
MacArthur from fighting the 
war to victory. But insubor- 
dination or disobedience was 
definitely not the reason 
given for Truman’s removal of 
MacArthur. Such a thing was 
not even mentioned. Then, 
five years later, Mr. Truman 
wrote his memoirs and for the 
first time said he removed 
General MacArthur for insub- 
ordination. By that time, both 


he and MacArthur were private 
citizens. Had such a charge 
been made originally, the 
General could have asked for 
a court of inquiry in which 
all the facts would come out. 
Truman made the charge only 
when it was too late for 
MacArthur to have this re- 
dress. Then last month, Mr. 
Truman chose the Christmas 
season to repeat the charge 
of insubordination, despite 
the available facts. The 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, who 
were MacArthur’s superiors 
during the Korean War, ap- 
peared before a Senate com- 
mittee after MacArthur was 
recalled. They categorically 
denied under oath -and surely 
Mr. Truman must know this - 
that the reason for MacArth- 
ur’s removal was insubordina- 
tion. But thisdidnot prevent 
Mr. Truman from repeating his 
own canard which he thought 
up five long years after 
the event. 


MacARTHUR WAS HAMSTRUNG 


In this pre-Christmas epi- 
sode Mr. Truman, who enjoys 
the habit of speaking before 
he thinks, appeared on a TV 
show. He declared that Gener- 
al MacArthur, while he was in 
command during the Korean War, 
wanted to use the atomic bomb 





against the Chinese iieds. The 
implication, of course, was 
that MacArthur would have set 
off a worldwide atomic holo- 
caust. General MacArthur 
promptly declared that Mr. 
Truman’s statement was com- 
pletely false. The General 
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that if he had been al lowed 
to do so, he could have de- 
feated the Chinese Keds and 
the North Koreans without the 
use of the atomic bomb. He 
never, in any manner, shape 
or form, suggested its use. 
Mr. Truman then had to admit 
that he made his statement 
without any documentary evi- 
dence to support it. 

However, the incident arous- 
ed new discussion about the 
conduct of the Korean War. 
Following Mr. Truman’s firing 
of General MacArthur, it be- 
came the first war in our 
history which we did not carry 
to victory. The results still 
plague us. 


The Korean War, as you may 


recall, was supposed to be a 
United Nations war, though 
the United States supplied 
90 percent of the manpower 
and material to fight the war. 
Korea, after heing liberated 
from Japanese domination dur- 
ing the Second World War, was 
divided - in one of those 
infamous wartime agreements 
between our leaders and the 
leaders of Ked ltussia. Then 
in 1950, the North Korean 
communists invaded South 
Korea. General MacArthur, in 
command of the so-called 
United Nations forces, waged 
a brilliant campaign and drove 
the North Korean armies far 
back behind the dividing line 
at the 38th Parallel. Then a 
very strange thing happened. 

Korea is separated from 
Manchuria, which is in China, 
by the Yalu itiver. On the 
north side of that river, the 
Chinese Keds had bases and 
men. Suddenly, when it looked 
as if General MacArthur’s 
forces would liberate all of 
North Korea, the Chinese Reds 
entered the war and poured 
across the Yalu itiver. Our 
forces suffered many setbacks 
result, but gradually 
they were on the march toward 
victory again — this time 
against the combined forces 
of the North Korean commun- 
ists and their Chinese ied 
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allies. But General MacArthur 
found his hands tied. He had 
superiority in the air, but 
Washington would not permit 
him to attack the bridges 
across the Yalu River and the 
Chinese Hed supply bases in 
Manchuria. Then, in 1951, 
President Truman precipitate- 


HOW THE REDS KNEW 

The big question was: Why 
did the Chinese Heds come in- 
to the war? They knew Mac- 
Arthur had air superiority. 
They knew they risked complete 
defeat if, with that air 
superiority, he knocked out 
their bases on the Yalu Hiver. 
The answer to why the Chinese 
Reds decided to attack com- 
prises the blackest chapter 
of the Korean War. Mr. Truman 
was President at the time, so 
perhaps it is understandable 
that he continues to snipe at 
America’s greatest general. 
And we are not implying that 


Mr. Truman was pro-communist. 


But the fact remains that the 
American State Department was 
crawling with pro-Reds. So 
was the United Nations, which 
had a say in running the war 

These pro-Red forces were 
able to influence policy in 
Washington. It was decided, 
before the Chinese Reds were 
involved in the war that, 








ly recalled General MacArthur 
from his command. After that, 
the Korean War dragged along 
in a state of supposed truce, 
and finally wound up in a 
stalemate — despite 157,000 
American casualties, of which 
nearly 100,000 occurred after 
MacArthur’s removal. 


should they enter the war, 
MacArthur would not be per- 
mitted to send his planes 
across the Yalu. But here is 
the shocking point. MacArthur 
was not informed of this 
decision, but the Chinese Reds 
were. Once they knew that 
their bases across the Yalu 
were privileged sanctuary - 
courtesy of the American 
government —- they knew they 
could risk trying to save 
their North Korean Hed allies 
from destruction. In fact, 
there is evidence that the 
Chinese Hed Commander-in- 
Chief declared he had advance 
information that MacArthur’s 
hands would be tied. Other- 
wise, he is reported to have 
said: ‘I would not have dared 
risk certain destruction hy 
crossing the Yalu in force.’ 
How did he know? At this 
supremely critical moment, in 
Washington in the embassy of 
our United Nations ally Great 
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Britain, sat a man named Guy 
Burgess. In London, in the 
British Foreign Office - in 
charge of American informa- 
tion — sat a man named Vonald 
MacLean. Both were communist 
agents. The information de- 
nied to MacArthur was avail- 
able to them. Both later 
defected to Soviet hussia. 
They are still there. General 
MacArthur himself has said 
that the MacLean-Burgess de- 
fection showed how the Ked 
commander could have known 


Foregoing items covered in Mutual 
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Book Review 

GENUINE THRILLER 
FROGMAN SPY by J. Bernard 
Hutton, 180 pages, McDowell, 
Obolensky, N.Y., $3.50. 

The subtitle on this amaz- 
ing true thriller is ‘The 
Incredible Case of Commander 
Crabb’ -and incredible it is. 

Commander Lionel Crabb was 


a famous, much decorated 
British undersea diver — a 
frogman, as they have been 


dubbed because of the frog- 
like appearance of their 
diving gear. He became a 
cause cél@bre in Britain and 
throughout the world during 
Bulganin’s and Khrushchev’s 
Visit to England in 1956. The 
Russians charged he had dived 


ul 


network broadcast 
* + * 


what MacArthur was not told. 

The General, in his recent 
reply to Mr. Truman, put the 
terrible truth on the line. 
He said: ‘Our failure to win 
the Korean War was a major 
disaster for the free world.’ 
He said that a great nation 
which goes into a war and does 
not see it through to victory 
must suffer the fatal conse- 
quences of defeat. We are 
feeling them now, he said, ‘in 
the military riseofKed China 
which threatens all of Asia.’ 
1/8/61 
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under the hull of the Russian 
cruiser Ordzhonikidze, an- 
chored in Portsmouth harbor, 
and that he was working for 
U.S. Naval Intelligence. Com- 
mander Crabb never came ashore 
in England from that dive. 
A year later a headless and 
armless body, dressed in his 
gear, was found in British 
waters, identified as Crabb, 
buried, and presumably that 
was the end of the Crabb case. 

But it was not. And this is 
the gist of the fantastic 
story told in this book. The 
first 50 pages or so are de- 
voted to the background of 
the Crabb incident and how it 








was handled in the newspapers 
and official quarters in 
Britain. The balance of the 
book contains the English 
translation of a Russian doc- 
ument — perhaps one of the 
most startling and revealing 
ever tocome out of the Soviet 
Union. According to this 
document, Commander Crabb was 
captured by the Russians 
aboard the Ordzhonikidze. 
They knew, from their own 
agents in England, when, where 
and how he would make the 
dive. He was taken to the 
Soviet Union, subjected to 
varied and diabolically clever 
forms of brainwashing (minus 
drugs or outright torture) 
and is now an officer in the 
Red Navy! 

The revelatory document is 
the dossier on Commander Crabb 
of the Soviet Secret Police. 
In 1959, there was a confer- 
ence of the heads of the 
Secret Police of all the Red 
captive nations. It was de- 
cided that translations of 
Soviet secret dossiers should 


NO ONE ELSE 


be supplied to them so that 
they could ‘learn from the 
experiences of our best- 
trained Investigation Judges 
how to go about in seemingly 
hopeless cases and what meth- 
ods and tactics to apply to 
break down the prisoner with- 
out the application of drugs, 
violence, or other such 
methods.’ The dossier on 
Commander Crabb was smuggled 
out of Communist East Germany 
to England, and its transla- 
tion, together with photo- 
graphs, forms the basis of 
this electrifying story. 

We have no way of judging 
the authenticity of the dos- 
ster. However, the author, 
now a British newspaperman, is 
a native-born Czech (J. Bern- 
ard Hutton is a pseudonym) who 
spent some years in Russia. He 
believes the document is auth- 
entic and, as he indicates,it 
certainly bears all the stig- 
mata of the official Soviet 
mind. In any case, his book 
will give youa really thrill- 
ing hour. - Rosalie Gordon 


“In the shorts span of three decades government’s tax take 
has jumped from a proportion of about one dollar out of ten 
to one dollar out of three of the national income. If the big 
spenders have their way, the proportion will soon become one 
in two, ormore. And you will do the paying. No one else can. 


- Cortland (N. Y.) STANDARD 
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SERVING THE RED CAUSE BETTER? 


“Every time I read about some fresh chaos in Laos I wonder 
dully if the Russians really want all the places we think we 
are trying to keep them from grabbing... 

“A great many of these downtrod places which seem to be so 
vital to our foreign giveaway budget are kind of mangrove 
swamps, full of mosquitoes, snakes and pigs...But you add up 
enough of them and they present a sort of bloc, or lump, of 
plague spots which evidently are important to our plunge to 
bankrupt ourselves in order to buy true love from people so 
they won’t run hollering to the Reds. 

“Tt occurs to me that the Reds have got enough trouble of 
their own without wanting to sort out all the family feuds 
between every self-serving plot of fever country that just 
wants money for more chickens and banana toddy and a fresh 
set of blunderbusses to snipe at the neighbors with. The 
question inmy mind is mostly: After we’ve lost some of these 
places to the Russians, what will the Russians do with them? 

“T know we are one world, and all that, and every inch of 
ground we lose to the Reds is supposed to be another spike 
in our coffin, but again the vagrant thought occurs that 


perhaps we serve the Red cause better by draining our cof- 


fers and stretching our resources intrying to civilize great 
hunks of territories which do not particularly know the dif- 
ference between Right and Left, and couldn’t care less...I 


| wonder if these gimme-patriots...ever consider any way to 
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finance their various sickly independencies without trying 
to cuffitoff the people they want to be independent from... 
“Multiplied by the hundreds of millions, some of these 
petty problems might lessen the fussian enthusiasm for gour- 
mandizing the world. I don’t care how much you love your 
fellowman, you can get awful tired of paying his police 
force bribe money, especially when you don’t know exactly 

where the cops are or what they do for your dough.” 
- Robert C. Ruark in his 


United Features Syndicate column 
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